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Board Member Message – Dyer - May 19, 2020 

 

This is an extremely difficult time in our community. The COVID-19 health crisis 

has resulted in a worldwide economic crisis; and that economic crisis has struck 

our school district. You may recall cuts to education during the 2007 recession. 

This is anticipated to be much worse. 

 

I hear the raw emotions that surround staffing decisions for 2020-2021. I’m a 

strong advocate for school music. Moreover, the entire school board are supporters 

of Aberdeen music (4 of us have had or currently have children participate in 

Aberdeen music, and the fifth participated in Aberdeen music herself). I do 

appreciate letters to the board reminding us that the community has invested in 

facilities like the auditorium and dedicated music spaces throughout the district, as 

well as instruments and band uniforms. The Aberdeen music staff is filled with 

veteran music educators who have devoted themselves to this community. I also 

want to recognize the advocacy of the Bobcat Music Boosters. This group of 

dedicated parent volunteers spends hundreds of hours in support of Aberdeen 

music students and staff. I’m deeply aware of the program reductions and their 

impact on our children. I have children in the Aberdeen music program. I also 
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know that many of our Aberdeen music graduates are making an impact in 

communities throughout the nation; I’ll note that recent AHS music students 

perform @ Grays Harbor College, the University of Washington, Pacific Lutheran 

University, Washington State University, Cal Poly, Cal State Fullerton, Brigham 

Young University, Whitworth University, Western Washington University, and 

Central Washington University. I recognize that we must do more to serve our 

most vulnerable students, and strive to offer a breadth of K-12 offerings. 

 

We need to strike the right balance to prepare for a shrinking economy, changes in 

learning modalities, protect our staff and students, and plan for what the fall will 

look like. These are truly new challenges for us all.  

 

I recognize that there is a level of mistrust with government these days, and we are 

no different. You can be assured the board continues to be informed of and ask 

questions regarding school finances (for now and for our district’s future). I 

encourage staff and community members to inform your selves of the facts, and 

find ways to positively advocate for Aberdeen schools. In regards to community 

input and questions, I reply (and cc other board members) to every communication 

I receive. Any statement to the contrary is false.  
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I encourage everyone to write your legislators (who are ultimately responsible for 

school funding), and encourage them to support Aberdeen. We are particularly 

fortunate that Dr. Henderson, our board, and our local associations already began 

the important work of building relationships and lobbying the legislature to 

improve school financial circumstances. Our community is hurting and we need 

help. 

 

These crises challenge us all. How we overcome these will reveal our true 

character. 

 

Thank you. 

 

-Bill Dyer 
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